Brasilian Medical Association (BMA)

EDITORIAL

CHANGE THE QUALIS CRITERIA!

Since CAPES published its revised QUALIS criteria, the
Brazilian Medical Association (AMB - Associacdo Médica
Brasileira) has been organizing a series of meetings, held
atits headquarters in Sdo Paulo, Brazil, starting in August
of 2009, in partnership with the Brazilian Association of
Scientific Editors (ABEC - Associacdo Brasileira de Editores
Cientificos). These meetings led to the publication of an
editorial entitled Classification of journals in the QUALIS
System of CAPES — URGENT need of changing the criteria!
The editorial was signed by 62 editors of scientific jour-
nals and published in full in all of them, and in countless
others, primarily in the health sciences, demonstrating
that Brazil's periodicals are more and more committed
to discussing the problems they share in common.

The scientific community remains concerned with
the future prospects and direction of Brazilian periodi-
cals.>? The editors present at the meeting of the 18 of
March were therefore in a position to evaluate the re-
percussions of the first Editorial, which had been dis-
cussed at scientific events and meetings all over Brazil.
The meeting was attended by Dr. Lilian Calo, who is
scientific communication and assessment coordinator
for SCiELO, and who presented a comparative study of
the Brazilian periodicals indexed by SciELO according
to two different criteria: the first criterion was the ISI/
JCR impact factor, which only uses journals indexed by
Thomson Reuters, and the second was an index com-
posed by simple addition of the ISI/JCR and SciELO im-
pact factors. The SciELO impact factor, which includes
all the periodicals it indexes, significantly modifies the
number of citations and, consequently, raises the Bra-
zilian periodicals’ impact factors. Dr. Cald's presentation
illustrated this fact more clearly, showing the percent-
ages gained by adopting the composite index. It is
clear that combining indexes, or creating equivalencies
or several alternatives can promote improved qual-
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ity among Brazilian journals, raising their visibility and
making international indexation more likely. It is also of
concern that Brazilian researchers now prefer to pub-
lish their work in foreign journals rather than choosing
domestic publications. They choose to do this because
it improves the ratings of their postgraduate depart-
ments, earns them greater impact factors and increases
their H index; all entirely and exclusively a result of the
revised criteria adopted by CAPES. Achievement in in-
creasing the visibility and quality of Brazilian scientific
production should not be assessed on the basis of
articles alone, but should also focus on improving our
periodicals to the point at which they are recognized
internationally.

Considering that the criteria have already been set for
CAPES' current triennial assessment, the assembled edi-
tors decided to draft a second editorial containing a list
of suggestions for the next assessment, to be sent to the
administration at CAPES. The list of suggestions, which
supplement those in the first editorial, is as follows:

- that the criteria used by CAPES to classify periodicals be
revised, adopting the composite impact factor calculated
by summing the ISI/JCR and SciELO impact factors;

- that a seat on the CAPES Scientific Committee be created
for ABEC (the Brazilian Association of Scientific Editors) so
that editor can be heard within the process;

- that CNPg be requested to create an “Editor’s Scholarship
program to support scientific publishing and to be award-
ed to the editors of journals funded by CNPq. The objective
of this project is to improve the quality of these journals by
providing their editors with more time to dedicate to their
editorial activities;

”

Additionally, the assembled editors decided to seek
support for their criticisms and suggestions from the
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Brazilian Academy of Sciences (Academia Brasileira de
Ciéncias), from FINEP and from Federal Deputy Eleuses
Vieira de Paiva. At a later date the editors will request a
detailed breakdown from CNPq of the criteria adopted
for, and the results of, the distribution of the resources
allocated through the Publishing Support Grants (Edi-
tais para Auxilio a Editoracdo ). The editors intend to use
these data to construct a database on the annual bud-
gets of Brazilian periodicals, which will be useful for
comparative analysis and mutual cooperation. Publica-
tion of these two editorials and promotion of discussion
is one of our goals in seeking the recognition that Brazil-
ian periodicals both need and deserve.
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