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Help liberate your own country from the terror of leprostigma.
An appeal to readers.

EDITORIAL
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A previous editorial (*) summarized the
principal reasons why the obnoxious pe-
jorative "leprosy" must be wiped out from
modern medical terminology. It closed with
an appeal to the International Leprosy
Association, either to accept the conclusions
of four extensive inquiries conducted in
Brazil, Argentina and the U.S., proving
the psycho-social and medical malignancy
of that pejorative, or to conduct its own
inquiry, in order to confirm or negate those
conclusions.

That appeal was not taken into consider-
ation by the I.L.A. at its 11th International
Congress (Mexico City, 1978); likewise,
the one published by the Carville patients'
magazine "The Star" (**) was ignored, in
spite of the fact that the Workshop on
"Human Aspects in the Treatment of Lep-
rosy Patients" of the same Congress reach-
ed the conclusion that "the word leprosy is
to be used with caution since it tends to
have a socio-historical, in addition to a
medical connotation".
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(*) "To conserve the opprobrious pejorative 'leprosy' (and equivalents) is to conserve leprostigma, to favor
sensationalism, to block education, to aggravate the disease and to spread the endemic". The Disease Hansen-
iasis, 1:163-171, 1977

(**) "There is no middle of the road". The Star, 38(1): 1. 16. 1978.
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